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^^/^lease replace the paragraph beginning at page 10, line 18 and continuing to page 11, line 
18, with the following rewritten paragraph: 

^Taking the several considerations outlined above inti account, the inventive wafer boat was 
developed. FIGS. 2 and 3 are schematic representations of one embodiment of the wafer boat 1 0 in 
accordance with the present invention, as viewed fr^m different angles. In particular, unlike current 
wafer boats which provide support for each wafer At four points (two lower points to support the 
weight of the wafer, and two upper points to maintain the wafer in the vertical orientation as 
illustrated in FIG. 1), the wafer boat of the present invention is provided with two upper support 
guides 18a, 18b to maintain the wafer 12 in the vertical orientation, and a single lower supporting 
grooved portion 20 to support the weight of me wafer 12. Once the material of which wafer boat 10 
is fabricated is selected, the supporting grooved portion 20 which is in a plane lower than the upper 
support guides 18a, 18b, is shaped havin^an arcuate configuration such that, when the wafer 12 and 
wafer boat 10 are subjected to wafer prolcessing temperatures of about 1000 °C and above, the shape 
of the supporting grooved portion 20 will substantially correspond to the shape of the part of the 
wafer 12 contacting the supporting OTOoved portion 20, thereby supporting the wafer 12 across the 
entire arcuate portion of a circulamvafer's periphery which is in contact with the supporting grooved 
portion. In other words, the lov^r arcuate periphery of the circular wafer rests upon and is 
supported by the supporting giraoved portion 20 when the wafer 12 is positioned in a slot 14 in 
wafer boat 10 and maintainea in a vertical position by the upper support guides 18a, 18b. The wafer 
boat 10 having this configiaration provides exceptional support for and stabilization of the wafers 12 
positioned in the slots 14^ Additionally, the wafer boat 10 of the present invention includes one or 
more large openings or windows 22 between each end of the boat in order to increase the radiation 
view factors and dec/rease radiation blocking caused by the boat, as compared to boats currently 
known in the art! -/ 


J^lease replace the paragraph beginning at page 13, line 5, with the following rewritten paragraph: 
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